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Statement of Purpose:

To define a vision and an agenda that would expand the influence and presence of
polymer as an art media.

“A mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original shape.”
—Oliver Wendell Holmes

Photographs, audio and video recordings of events may be used in Foundation
publications and materials at the discretion of The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread
without compensation. Your attendance at this event authorizes consent for The Johnson
Foundation to utilize recordings and photographic images taken during the event.



Overview of The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread

The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread is dedicated to serving as a catalyst for innovative public and
private solutions in two spheres - one global and one regional - that reflect the Johnson Family’s
longstanding passions: healthy environments and healthy local communities.

Over the course of 50 years, The Johnson Foundation has hosted leading thinkers at its Wingspread
Conference Center, inspiring consensus and action on a range of public policy issues. Several organizations
have roots at Wingspread, including the National Endowment for the Arts, National Public Radio, the
International Criminal Court and the Presidential Climate Action Plan.

Building on this legacy, The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread has set a new, mission-driven strategic
course designed to achieve a greater, more sustained impact on the issues we care about. We are
committed to being a catalyst for environmental and community solutions by convening small groups of
people and utilizing leading edge convening techniques and technologies for the most effective and efficient
conferences possible.

A major thrust of this new strategic direction is The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread Environmental
Forum — a series of linked conferences focusing on a specific environmental issue. The inaugural Forum,
launched in early 2009, is focused on how government, business and institutions can more effectively
manage the looming crisis that threatens our nation’s freshwater resources and systems and the health of
our communities. Our Freshwater Forum is engaging leading national experts in a set of conferences on
critical dimensions of freshwater issues, including the intersection of water quality and supply with
agriculture, development, municipal water and wastewater services and industrial uses. These conferences
set the stage for The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread Freshwater Summit held in June 2010, in which
leaders in business, government and not-for-profits helped develop a national call to action and a set of key
water initiatives. Future Forums will deploy the Foundation’s resources to help find solutions for other
significant environmental challenges.

As the Foundation heads down this new strategic path on national and global environmental issues, it will
continue its important community work on social, economic and equality challenges facing Wisconsin.
Topics of regional conferences and programs, in areas such as public health and education, typically are
chosen in collaboration with community leaders in our region.

The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread approaches issues without preconceived ideas or fixed agendas.

A distinctive feature of our conferences is candid yet collegial conversation among those with divergent
ideas and perspectives -- in an environment fostering the trust and collaboration needed for innovative
solutions that can also be broadly supported. Our unique convening model, combined with a serene natural
environment and gracious hospitality, contribute significantly to the authenticity of the dialogue at our
conferences.

The Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Johnson family home known as Wingspread, completed in 1939, is
nestled amid 36 wooded acres near the western shore of Lake Michigan. It was donated to the Foundation
in 1959 to promote “the free exchange of constructive and purposeful ideas.” The Johnson Foundation at
Wingspread occupies a singular place among conference facilities and conveners with its combination of
focused environmental mission, historic and stimulating natural setting and unique convening model.

2|Page

The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread
“Polymer 2.0: The Field at the Beginning of the 21st Century” — October 17-19, 2014



Program

Friday
October 17, 2014

3:30 p.m. HOSPITALITY

4:00 p.m. PLENARY SESSION

Welcome to The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread

Ashley Staeck
Senior Associate, Community Programs
The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread

4:15 p.m. Welcome and Introduction to Polymer 2014

Bruce W. Pepich
Executive Director and Curator of Collections
Racine Art Museum (RAM)

Lena Vigna
Curator of Exhibitions
Racine Art Museum (RAM)

5:15 p.m. ADJOURN/TRANSPORTATION DEPARTS FOR RAM
5:30 p.m. MEMBERS PREVIEW RECEPTION

(in)Organic
7:15 p.m. TRANSPORTATION DEPARTS FOR WINGSPREAD
7:45 p.m. DINNER
9:00 p.m. EVENING HOSPITALITY
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Program

Saturday
October 18, 2014

6:30-8:45 a.m. BREAKFAST BUFFET

9:00 a.m. MORNING PLENARY SESSION

Welcoming Remarks

Bruce W. Pepich
Participant Introductions

9:15a.m. Polymer’s Place in Contemporary Craft

Perry Price
Director of Education
American Craft Council (ACC)

10:15a.m. BREAK
10:30 a.m. BREAKOQOUT SESSIONS
The Big Picture: Polymer and the Contemporary Craft Scene

Moderators: Perry Price
Lena Vigna

Collecting Polymer as Contemporary Craft
Moderators: Bruce W. Pepich
Kathleen Dustin

What Issues Does Polymer Face Today?
Moderators: Lindly Haunani
Sarah Shriver

4|Page

The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread
“Polymer 2.0: The Field at the Beginning of the 21st Century” — October 17-19, 2014



Program

Saturday

October 18, 2014 (continued)

11:15a.m. BREAK

11:30 a.m. PLENARY SESSION CONTINUED

Polymer Goes to College

Diane Levesque

Director

H.F. Johnson Art Gallery and Assistant Professor of Art
Carthage College

12:30 p.m. BUFFET LUNCHEON

2:00 p.m. AFTERNOON PLENARY SESSION

Polymer and Beyond

Facilitator:
Bruce W. Pepich

“RAPID FIRE” PANEL DISCUSSION
Panelists:

Judy Belcher
Rachel Carren

Perry Price
Cynthia Tinapple
Lena Vigna
3:00 p.m. BREAK
3:15 p.m. TRANSPORTATION DEPARTS FOR CARTHAGE COLLEGE

4:00-6:00 p.m. RECEPTION
A Re-visioning: New Works in Polymer
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Program

Saturday

October 18, 2014 (continued)

6:00 p.m. TRANSPORTATION DEPARTS FOR WINGSPREAD/
DAY ATTENDEES' DEPARTURE

6:45 p.m. HOSPITALITY AND OPTIONAL TOUR OF WINGSPREAD

7:15 p.m. DINNER

8:30 p.m. EVENING HOSPITALITY
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Program

Sunday
October 19, 2014

7:00-9:00 a.m. BREAKFAST BUFFET

9:30 a.m. PLENARY SESSION

Wrap Up: Refining A Vision and Agenda for Polymer

Facilitator:
Bruce W. Pepich

Open Forum
11:00 a.m. BUFFET LUNCHEON

Departures from the Guest House
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